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Our first worship service of the New Year kicked off yesterday
with the dynamic trio of Cary Speaker, Robert Emerick and
Paul Sherwood in leading the congregations of Chapel in the
Pines, Oakmont and Riverchase churches with 140 in
attendance!!! Cary’s sermon “What’s Next?” was based on Mark 1: 4-11 and his scripture comments
follow this newsletter. “Like a Dove”, the Spirit of the Lord descended upon us with Linda Mayes at
the organ and Cheryl Campbell directing the Oakmont choir with Jonathan Brown at the piano.
Big thanks to Cindy Sloan for her delightful children’s message followed by powerful scripture
readings by our lay reader, Janet Barnes. And last but not least, the women of our Congregational Care
Team, under the leadership of Cathryn Daniel orchestrated an amazing covered dish lunch for everyone
in our Great Hall with more than enough delicious food of every variety for everyone. If you
worshiped with us yesterday and could choose one word or thought to describe your experience, what
would it be? Mine is amazed and thankful for the awesome privilege!!!
Special thanks to Sid Burgess & Melissa Tate for providing us with some beautiful poinsettia
arrangements from Melissa’s sister at Norton’s Florist. These poinsettias decorated Edgewood’s
sanctuary for the funeral service of Nell Tate, Melissa’s mother who passed away on January 2nd at the
age of 96. Our heartfelt sympathy and love go to both of them and their family.
Wednesday evening fellowship dinner and activities return this week on January 10th with a
special surprise for the kids following dinner!!!
This Sunday, January 14th, we will return to rotating pulpit supply and welcome former
Stated Clerk of the Presbytery, Tom Winter as he brings us the message.
Blessings, Janet Roberta
Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!!! ~ 2 Corinthians 9: 15

WEDNESDAY EVENING DINNER & ACTIVITIES resume this
week on January 10th at 5:30pm with a delicious dinner prepared by
Brian Massengale of Poppy seed chicken, chicken nuggets for the
kids, pineapple casserole, rice, salad, rolls with brownies for dessert.
Following dinner, the kids will meet up with Miss Linda and Miss Pat for some fun activities!!!
MEN’S BREAKFAST meets in the morning, Tuesday, January 9th at
7am in the Stephens’ Hall.

MISSION TEAM meets tonight Monday, January 8th at 5pm.
FINANCE TEAM meets Monday, January 15th at 6pm.
STATED SESSION meeting is Monday, January 22nd at 6:30pm.

CHRISMON TREE in the sanctuary will be taken down on Saturday, January 13th.
As always, your help is needed and encouraged.

PANERA BREAD PICK UP FOR JANUARY:
January 11: Stuart Griffin; January 18: Janet Barnes; January 25: Ron Snell

PRAYER CONCERNS
 
Chapel Family: Susan Hauswirth; Helen Kieran; Tom Lutz; Nancy Meffert; Joyce Worley.
Chapel Friends: Doris Bice (Carolyn Bice); Ann Byrd (Ron Snell); David Carr (John Carr);
Christine Dailey (Debra Broome); Tonya Ferguson (Janet Roberta); Zana Free & Family (on the
passing of her father, Eliot Free); Family of Riley Granberry (Sheldon Eller); Paul Hayden (Pat Carr);
Judy Hicks (Nancy Meffert’s sister); Bobby Holman & Family (Linda Ifashina); Steve &
Nancy Johnston (Nancy Forshaw); Nancy May (Sheldon Eller); Amber Taylor (Linda Mayes);
Cliff & Joan Travis (Ann Sirles).

Scripture Comments
Mark 1.4-11
January 7, 2018
What’s next?
Cary G. Speaker, D.Min.
Chapel in the Pines

You may remember that Mark is “frugal” with his descriptions. Comparatively speaking, Mark
is the most frugal of the Gospel writers, if the comparison is made on volume alone. Mark
seems to have no interest in explaining the content of the preaching of John the Baptist
(compare Mtt. 3.7-12; Luke 3.7-17) or in having John distinguish his identity from that of Jesus
(see John 1.19-27). In the same manner, Mark exhibits no concern for questions of authority
that arise from the baptism. If John baptizes Jesus, does that suggest that John was
somehow superior to Jesus? The other Gospels address this issue, but Mark appears not to
recognize the potential for confusion. If we go with the theory that the different Gospels
were written for particular congregations, to address particular issues that were alive in those
congregations, we can speculate that the competition between followers of John the
Baptist and Jesus was not an issue in Mark’s church. If we go with the theory that Mark was
the earliest existing Gospel written, it could be that this competition between the followers of
John the Baptist and Jesus had not yet arisen. For either of these reasons and possibly
others, Mark does not address this issue.
What is important for Mark to convey is the revelation. In this story, the baptism is an
epiphany. In verses 10-11 we read the revelation of Jesus’ identity. For Mark, it is this
revelation that drives Jesus into the wilderness and the beginning of his public ministry. The
baptism is the setting for the revelation, not its cause. Mark also uses this story to establish
continuity between Israel’s tradition and Jesus. The baptism by John connects Jesus with the
long line of Hebrew prophets. Jesus, at first, appears to be one more step in the long
procession of God’s actions on behalf of Israel. The revelation (vss. 10-11) marks Jesus as
something greater than any of Israel’s prophets.
The opening of the heavens indicates that divine revelation is at hand (see Ezek. 1.1; Acts
7.56; 10.11; Rev. 19.11). We cannot be sure how Mark understood the Spirit, but he clearly
shows that it is connected to the presence of God. Hearing the heavenly voice becomes
the climactic point of the story. We get bogged down in questions that lead us nowhere, by
asking about the Spirit’s appearance. Saying that the Spirit “appears like a dove” does not
mean that the Spirit is a dove, but rather that the Spirit could somehow be seen. What
others saw and understood is of no concern here (which is contrasted with Mark 9.2-8), the
reader of this story becomes the bystander who sees, hears and puzzles over what is said.
The voice from heaven says that Jesus is “my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased”
(see Psalm 2.7). Even though Mark does not have a nativity story, he tells us at the outset
who Jesus is. At crucial points in the story, Mark reinforces this identification: at the
transfiguration, when a voice from the clouds again says that Jesus is “my Son, the Beloved”
(9.7); at Jesus’ trial, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” (14.61-62); and most
importantly at the cross, when the Roman Centurion says, “Truly this man is God’s Son!”
With typical Gospel paradox, the declaration at the baptism also conceals who Jesus is,
even as it reveals him. What does it mean to be “my Son, the Beloved”? Throughout Mark’s

story, characters struggle to understand what Jesus’ words and actions mean. Whose power
stands behind Jesus’ healings? What do his enigmatic teachings in the parables mean?
How can he be the Messiah and undergo suffering and even crucifixion?
Just in case there may be any misunderstanding, the baptism of Jesus is not a prototype for
Christian baptism. The saying of John the Baptist that Jesus “will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit” is a connection between Jesus’ baptism and the Christian practice. Jesus’ bringing of
the Spirit enables us to be baptized into the community called into being by the Spirit.
Because Mark is a frugal storyteller, we must take seriously each word. Jesus is introduced as
a Galilean from Nazareth. The point is that Galilee, and not Judea, is home. After the
resurrection, the disciples are told to return to Galilee. It is important for us to know that Jesus
is from Galilee. Just as important is the fact that at the baptism the voice from heaven and
the “dove” are seen and heard by Jesus alone. This is not a public declaration about Jesus.
Only Jesus and the readers receive heaven’s testimony.
Three significant things happen in this baptism story. First, the splitting of the heavens at the
baptism ushers in the new, eschatological age. Jesus means the new age has begun.
Second, the message from the heavenly voice combines two sources from Hebrew
Scripture. Psalm 2.7 is the declaration of God’s sonship at the coronation of the king of Israel,
and Isaiah 42.1 refers to the description of the Servant of the Lord. The combination of these
two different texts portrays Jesus as both sovereign and servant. Third, we hear the
commission given to Jesus. Jesus is more powerful than John, but with no arrogant display of
power. Jesus is the servant of God whose ministry will take him to the cross.
The baptism story in Mark is a statement of the church’s understanding of itself. As followers
of Jesus, we are the people of the new age. We connect our baptism with the Holy Spirit.
Our baptism is our commissioning to serve. Through our baptism we are all called to serve.
One piece of the definition of discipleship is made clear for us in Jesus’ declaration, “I came
not to be served but to serve” (10.45).
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